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Trees are planted and grown specifi cally to make paper. Trees that are 
cut down for paper production do not come from our favorite park or 
wilderness area. 

When some people hear about trees being cut for paper, they might think 
of their favorite oak in the backyard, neighborhood park or wilderness 
area being cut to pieces. They might think of birds, squirrels and other 
creatures being robbed of their homes. 

The good news is that the production and use of paper are not 
causing forests to disappear. 

Where do trees for making paper come from? 

Most trees used for paper come from forests called 
managed timberlands. Even though the trees in 
these timberlands may look like “woods,” they are 
an agricultural crop - like vegetables on a farm. The 
trees are grown to be made into products for human 
use. Not using paper in order to save trees is like 
not eating salad in order to “save” vegetables. 

In fact, many forests might not exist in the fi rst place 
if trees weren’t planted and harvested by industry. 
It takes from 10 - 20 years for trees to grow until 
they are large enough for harvesting. During that 
time, those trees are part of a community of plants 
and animals, and their environment space is known 
as an ecosystem. Trees provide a place to live (or 
habitat) for many species of plants and animals, 
and they add oxygen to the earth’s atmosphere. 
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Will we run out of trees if we continue to cut them down for paper? 

No. More trees are planted every year than are cut down. This is due in 
most part to the success of managed timberlands. Whenever trees are 
harvested, more trees are planted to take their place. Timberlands can be 
managed to produce trees and forest products forever. 

Trees are a renewable resource. As long as we manage timberland and 
plant trees to replace the ones cut down, trees will continue to grow and 
grow and grow. 

In some ways, this process is similar to growing vegetables in a garden. 
We plant the vegetables and let them grow until they are mature enough 
to harvest. When harvest time comes, we collect the vegetables and eat 
them. Next spring, the process begins again when we plant a new crop. As 
long as we continue to plant and harvest, the process goes on and on. 

More trees are destroyed by fi re and insects than are cut down to make paper. And, on an average, 
when a tree is harvested for making paper, fi ve more are planted in its place.

If “saving” trees isn’t the issue, why do we 
want to recycle paper? 

We recycle paper mainly to save landfi ll space. 

Paper is one of the few consumer products that is fairly easy 
and inexpensive to recycle. It can be made into many new 
products including corrugated boxes, packaging, newsprint, 
tissue, and writing paper, among other things. 

Helping to reduce the amount of paper in landfi lls is an 
important task. Since each of us uses an average of 700 
pounds of paper products per year, paper makes up almost a 
third of the material which goes into landfi lls. 

The recycling process also produces recycled fi ber, a valuable 
product. Countries with a plentiful supply of recycled fi ber can 
not only use it to make their own recycled paper, they also 
can send it to other nations to provide them with fi ber to make 
paper products. In this way, an old newspaper recycled in the 

U.S. can end up as part of a box made in Africa - quite a wise use of a tree! 

Think about all the paper products you use every day. Many of these can be recycled to make other 
useful products. In the U.S., more paper is recycled than is sent to landfi lls, and more paper is 
recovered for recycling than all glass, aluminum, and plastics combined.
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Why don’t we just leave forests alone?

It might be true that leaving forests totally alone is more “natural,” but it 
may not be more benefi cial or practical. Land is either owned by govern-
ments, companies, or individuals. When companies and individuals own 
land, they need to put it to some use to help pay for it. 

Growing managed timberlands allows people to use land in a way which 
preserves trees. The only other way to keep the land green with trees is 
for government-type agencies to buy the land and maintain it as a park 
or wilderness area. This approach costs taxpayers money, and is often 
not an option because of the diffi culties in acquiring the land and settling 
the political issues involved. 

All in all, wise use of forests and the products which come from them 
is good for people and for trees too. 

Forests grow in all areas of the U.S. If these 
trees were all put together limb to limb, they 
would take up a space equivalent to one third 
of the country. 

How do we use the wood from 
harvested trees? 

Often, a tree is not cut down for making paper at all, but instead cut down for making boards and 
planks (dimensional lumber) used for buildings. Paper is then made from the leftover scraps from 
those sawmill operations. Almost none of the tree is wasted after it is harvested. Bark is used 
for fuel, and wood chemicals are extracted and used to make products such as pine solvent and 
cleaning agents, turpentine and gums. 

Because of the many uses of trees, timberlands are valuable to both nature and people. If we 
continue to manage our resources wisely, generations to come can look forward to a future 
that includes both paper and an abundance of trees. 
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Tree Usage In The United States 

Lumber and plywood
(for building and construction)
     
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
  

 
      
Pulpwood
(most of it for paper)
         
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
   
 

   
Wood for fuel,
cleaning agents,
turpentine, etc.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Draw a line matching each term with its correct defi nition.  

TERMS

1. Dimensional lumber 

2. Ecosystem 

3. Forest land 

4. Habitat 

5. Managed Timberlands 

6. Pulpwood 

7. Renewable resource 

8. Wilderness area 

 

DEFINITIONS 

A. land classifi ed by the government as having forests, no matter 
what type of forests and who owns it

B. government land which is set aside for natural forests and 
recreational use

C. wood (a lot of it low or varied quality) which is going to be 
made into pulp

D. the community of plants and animals and their environment 
space

E. a resource that can be replanted or replaced

F. a place for animals and plants to live

G. lumber of different sizes used for constructing housing, build-
ings, furniture, and other things made from wood

H. forests (natural or planted) where trees can be cut for com-
mercial use 

See the next page for the answers, but only if you really need them
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Answers:
1. G.     2. D.     3. A.     4. F.     5. H.     6. C.     7. E.     8. B. 

Score: 
7 - 8 ... Congratulations! You’ve climbed to the top of the tree of 
knowledge. 

5 - 6 ... Almost at the top, but got caught out on a limb. 

3 - 4 ... A sapling, but you’re barking up the wrong tree. 

0 - 2 ... Just a seedling. You’ve got a long way to grow! 
 

These facts are presented by individual scientists, engineers, and researchers who work at universities, 
research laboratories, and companies across the country. They work at the science of papermaking 
every day -- researching and testing the facts. It is their full-time job to understand and report the facts 
concerning the nature of forest practices, the processes involved in papermaking, and how these affect 
the environment -- good and bad.

TAPPI is the leading technical association for the worldwide pulp, paper, and converting industry. The 
Association provides a neutral forum for members to come together to share their technical knowledge 
and expertise in an effort to further advance professional achievement and sound technology.

Sources: 
USDA Report, 1992 
AF&PA, 1993


